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Portrait by Tanguy Beurdeley.
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MAXENCE HULIN
@maxence.hln
CONNOISSEUR

WHITEWALLER: What was the first piece in the 
collection?

MAXENCE HULIN: I believe it was a print by 
Soulages from the 1960s, in a very small edition, a 
gift from my mother when I was a teenager.

WW: How did your collection grow from there?

MH: I wouldn’t dare call it a collection, more a 
series of multiple and repeated acquisitions. Over 
time, perhaps all these works together will give the 
impression of being a collection. As I also help care 
for the family collection, I make sure to keep the 
two separate, the latter being far more prestigious 
and historic compared to my own acquisitions.

WW: Would you say you’re attracted to a 
particular medium, theme, movement, or 
generation of artists?

MH: To be lazy about it, I quite like works whose 
medium is easy to hang and doesn’t bring too 
much anxiety in terms of conservation. Beyond 
that, I find the group of the Nouveaux Réalistes 
hides works of true invention which, after their 
moment of glory at the end of the 20th century, are 
today somewhat overlooked—even though they 
are a real pleasure to acquire and live with.

WW: Has it been important for you to connect 
with the artists whose work you collect?

MH: It’s a double-edged sword. After meeting 
an artist, visiting a studio, or sharing a lunch, 
one can feel the urge to acquire their works and 
develop an immediate passion. On the other 
hand, it has happened that I acquired works by 
an artist I didn’t know personally, then met them 
later. Even if I continued to objectively recognize 
the qualities of their work, I couldn’t help but, 
not regret, but like the work less because of 
the person (without naming names). That’s the 
advantage of dead artists—this sort of situation 
can no longer happen.

Who: After studying law and art 
history, Maxence Hulin eventually 
found himself devoting more and more 
time to the family collection.
Location:  Paris and Tuscany.
Began Collecting: At 18.
First work: An oil painting by Félix 
Ziem.
Most recent: A large work by 
Raynaud.
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CHARLES ZANA
@charles_zana
ARCHITECT & INTERIOR DESIGNER

WHITEWALLER: Can you share a recent 
acquisition you're excited about?

CHARLES ZANA: A painting by Eugène Carrière, a 
19th-century painter whom I recently rediscovered. 
Or a canvas by Nathanaëlle Herbelin, whose work I 
have long admired and follow very closely.

WW: What is your advice for aspiring collectors, 
just getting started?

CZ: Always buy the most powerful works, the ones 
that stand out for their intensity and the uniqueness 
of their language. Don't give in to ease or to trends, 
but learn to listen to your own emotional response 
to a work. 

WW: What are you looking forward to most at 
Art Basel Paris?

CZ: I love the particular vibrancy of this week: the 
city becomes a real crossroads, where collectors, 
artists and curators from all over the world come 
together, driven by a shared, almost electric 
energy. I particularly enjoy exploring more intimate 
offerings, such as monographic exhibitions that 
offer a closer connection and more personal 
encounter with the work.

WW: What are the exhibitions in Paris you won’t 
miss?

CZ: “Soulages, une autre lumière” at the Musée du

Luxembourg, John Singer Sargent at the Musée 
d'Orsay, “Paul Poiret, la mode est une fête” at the 
Musée des Arts Décoratifs, “Exposition Générale” 
at the new Fondation Cartier, and Gerhard Richter at 
the Fondation Louis Vuitton.

WW: Who is the artist you’re most excited about 
right now?

CZ: I adore the work of Martha Jungwirth. Her 
painting is far removed from any figurative 
representation: she does not seek to describe reality 
but rather to convey its most intimate essence. 

Who: For over thirty years, Charles Zana has 
brought finesse and expertise to the world’s 
most beautiful interiors. 
Collection Focus: Contemporary, eclectic, and 
refined, withr works by Carlo Mollino, Ettore 
Sottsass, David Salle, Andrea Branzi...
Location: Paris.
Began Collecting: Since childhood, with his father.
First Piece: A Danish vase bought from François 
Laffanour.
Most Recent: Painting by 19th-century artist 
Eugène Carrière.
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