
                             GALERIE (US) | PRINT | LATE FALL 2024 

The  
Collectors
Discover the personal  
treasures of stars from  
the worlds of art, design,  
fashion, and more

LATE FALL 2024, ISSUE NO 37
GALERIEMAGAZINE.COM



                             GALERIE (US) | PRINT | LATE FALL 2024 

Aerin Lauder with 
her collection of 
blue-and-white 

porcelain and her 
Brittany spaniel, 
Schatzi, at home  

in East Hampton,  
New York.

Charles Zana  
Ettore Sottsass
Under the remarkable direction of Paris architect 
Charles Zana, retail spaces for brands such as 
Goyard and Louis Vuitton have become glorious 
destinations in their own right, while French 
resorts like the Hôtel Lou Pinet in Saint-Tropez 
echo their chic and breezy locales with an easy 
sophistication. At Zana’s own home in Faubourg 
Saint-Germain-des-Prés, his personal assortment 
of collectible design spans eras and aesthetics; 
however, he has a special love for the oeuvre 
of Ettore Sottsass. His works by the Memphis 
Group master have been displayed at the 
Centre Pompidou, the Musée Delacroix, and the 
57th Venice Biennale. “Sottsass is one of the 
first architects to have understood the 
importance of the spiritual and the sacred,” says 
Zana, whose most recent acquisition was a 
prototype vase from the 1960s in a deep blue 
color that is rare for Sottsass. 
Collecting philosophy: “I love a mix, a collision 
of styles. It inspires me for my own collections, 
which are a repertoire in motion. I like that my 
furniture is not a fixed collection but an ongoing 
dialogue between the pieces.” —JILL SIERACKI

Paris architect Charles Zana 
(left) displays numerous 
works by Ettore Sottsass  
on a console table  
by Mathieu Matégot. 
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SINGLE-OWNER 
AUCTIONS WORTH 
SHOPPING
BONHAMS 
In Los Angeles, Bonhams presents  
the “Legacy of a Stateswoman” sale—
including jewelry, art, political 
memorabilia, and tableware of Senator 
Dianne Feinstein—on October 8, 
followed by the collection of author 
Anne Rice (October 21–31). In New 
York, the estate of art-world icons  
Roy and Dorothy Lichtenstein goes up 
for sale in live and online events 
October 20 to 30. 

DOYLE 
The venerable auction house hosts  
an October 16 sale of the estate of  
Eldo Netto, a veteran of Cowtan & Tout, 
whose collection covers English and 
Continental furniture, Old Masters, and 
Asian art, among other decorative works. 

PHILLIPS 
Featuring photographs from the  
Martin Z. Margulies Foundation’s 
massive trove, this October 9 auction  
in New York includes artworks by  
Olafur Eliasson, Hank Willis Thomas,  
Ed Ruscha, and Carrie Mae Weems. 
Mid-month, an online sale of Damien 
Hirst artworks brings forth notable 
selections of his “Spin” paintings, 
“Butterfly” series, and more. 

SOTHEBY’S  
The museum-worthy Kunstkammer 
collection of Gianni Giordano is coming 
to market in a landmark series of sales 
at Sotheby’s. Being sold in Paris on 
November 26 and 27 and in Milan next 
year, the 160 lots sourced from the 
collector’s villa in Piedmont, Italy, will 
include some of the most important 
works of 18th-century Italian design, 
such as a 1774 micromosaic by Cesare 
Aguatti, as well as a pair of Giuseppe 
Maggiolini commodes commissioned 
for the coronation of Napoléon. 

STAIR 
Going under the hammer at this  
New York house are a pair of 
impressive collections. Some of 
designer Robert Couturier’s 
possessions will be offered on 
November 7, featuring works by  
Hervé Van der Straeten, Camille 
Pissarro, and Édouard Vuillard,  
while artworks from gallerist Paul 
Kasmin’s estate will be dispersed 
across three sales in November  
and December. —J.S.

Aerin Lauder | Blue-and-White Porcelain
Impeccable taste and a keen business sense aren’t the only things Aerin Lauder inherited from  
her legendary grandmother, Estée Lauder. She was also bequeathed a significant amount of 
blue-and-white porcelain, primarily Delft, from the makeup maven. The founder of her own namesake 
lifestyle brand, she has since reinterpreted those pieces with a fresh sensibility—displaying them 
en masse, styling them with flowers, even using the plates to serve cookies for dessert. Despite 
the breadth of her collection, Lauder continues to acquire more items whenever she finds 
captivating examples. On a recent trip to a Paris flea market, she picked up a set of vintage dishes; 
she also snagged a pair of vases at auction from the estate of decorator Alberto Pinto.
Modern matters: “What’s fun about these pieces is they don’t have to match. I just keep adding 
and evolving the collection. The whole thing should feel effortless and easy.”
Around the clock: “Recently, I couldn’t sleep, so at 4 a.m. I was on Bardith, which is the most 
beautiful, luxurious website. I’ve always thought it was such a special gift to give someone who  
has everything one little odd cup or saucer from there.”
Collecting spirit: “A lot of inspiration for Aerin comes from elements from the past. We just 
launched a vintage assortment called the Heirloom collection. It’s really never too late to start a 
new collection.” —JACQUELINE TERREBONNE

“One of the things I love 
about fossils is they  
stand for humanity’s quest 
for knowledge” 
NATHAN MYHRVOLD

Nathan Myhrvold | Fossils
Former Microsoft chief technology officer and current Intellectual Ventures CEO  
Nathan Myhrvold collects many things, among them meteorite fragments and vintage 
photography equipment. The most extraordinary grouping, however, is his 
100-specimen-strong fossil collection, highlights of which include a megalodon jaw 
studded with eight-inch teeth, a 16-foot Tyrannosaurus rex displayed in his living 
room, and a 70-million-year-old giant turtle from Morocco. “One of the things I love 
about fossils is they stand for humanity’s quest for knowledge about what happened 
before us,” he explains. “They’re tangible aspects of the natural world.”
Major acquisition: In the late 1990s, as Myhrvold was building his Seattle-area home, 
he got in contact with paleontologists who ended up securing for him a massive T. 
rex skeleton, which was cast from actual fossils. “Cast is way more practical to 
mount,” he says. “For real fossils, you need so much steel armature because the 
bones are brittle and not that strong. My cast weighs 2,500 pounds, and it would 
be 100 times heavier if it were real bones.” —GEOFFREY MONTES

FROM LEFT: 
Nathan Myhrvold. 
His massive 
megalodon jaw 
fossil features 
eight-inch teeth.
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